
We are proud to uplift Tijá Odoms, a 2017 House DC alumna. Tijá has always 
remained close to The House DC – she attended our high school youth program, 
was mentored by our Life Skills Director throughout her undergraduate years at 
Sewanee, and now uses space in our building as her virtual workplace in a Big Law 
firm. You may have even seen photographs of her in updates over the past few years, 
like the one from her study abroad experience in Senegal. 

Those highlights are just snapshots, though, into the development of Tijá. A young 
woman who, when she first arrived at The House DC, didn’t plan on going to college 
and was a self-described “fighter [and] troublemaker”. In a recent interview, Tijá 
described how hardened she and her peers had to become just to survive each day. 
So much so that at one point, her behavior placed her on house arrest.  

“The House was a place where everyone knew what they were talking about... they 
know who you really are. They know what’s going on with you. The House DC was 
so consistent  — they were always there for us. They knew us and that helped me 
become more myself and not be so guarded. So, I showed up more often,” says Tijá.

The more time she spent at The House DC, the more comfortable she felt to be 
herself. She fondly reflected on the lessons she learned from House staff that shape 
her current worldview like the importance of maintaining a personal, consistent 
relationship with God and creating a safe space for youth. 

Since her years at The House DC, Tijá has accomplished phenomenal things. 
She received the Posse Foundation Scholarship and Summer Leadership Award, 
interned for The Carter Center, chartered and served as president for the campus 
NAACP chapter, and brought it full circle as a commencement speaker for Anacostia 
Senior High School. She brings each of us along as she proudly represents 
Southeast Washington, DC and The House DC, which have helped shape her 
continued commitment to community engagement. We salute you, Tijá!
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Here in Anacostia the men aren’t always seen in a good 
light. We so often hear about the violence in the community, 
that it’s easy to overlook the good. Here at The House DC, it 
is important that we show our men support. We want them 
to know that we recognize their strides to success. We want 
them to know that we see their hard work, day in and day 
out. We see them taking care of their families and providing 
for their homes. We notice the sacrifices they make to 
better themselves. House DC staff decided that after a long 
pandemic, a celebration for the fathers in our community 
was well overdue. 

Former House DC students who are now fathers or father 
figures were invited to The House DC for an afternoon 
of encouragement. Upon arriving at The House DC each 
father was greeted with a $25.00 gift card, additional gifts 
throughout the event, and a delicious surf and turf meal 
prepared by our chef. During the afternoon, fathers heard 
from House DC staff who shared important tools needed for 
maintaining the best relationships with their children, and 
most importantly wisdom from current and former House 
DC Staff about Biblical fatherhood and manhood.

The men began to engage in a deep group discussion about 
their desires to give their children better futures than they 
experienced and break the cycles of absenteeism, poverty, 
and neglect. They also shared about the virtues of humility 
and selflessness in parenting well and the need to prioritize 

their children’s best interests. The ultimate takeaway? To 
rely on daily wisdom from God to be effective and ever-
present fathers at home. 

Our Father’s Day celebration was impactful for the men  
and the staff. We were encouraged to see our youth, now  
men actively involved in the lives of their children, providing 
for their children, and seeking to better themselves for  
their children. 

Not only did fathers walk away with a full stomach, they  
also left with a full heart. 

CELEBRATING FATHERS IN ANACOSTIA 

Thank you for this day and I 
wanna thank you all for showing 
me what a man is supposed to 
be... growing up without a father 
was tough but the love of the 
men from The House DC helped 
me be the man I am today... So  
I wanna thank y'all. Love you 
guys for life.          – A House Father



Before rolling into a brand-new school year, we surprised 

our youth with a much-needed day trip. After a long, virtual 

year, we knew our youth could use some real-life adventure. 

What more of an adventurous experience than a day at 

King’s Dominion Amusement Park? It is no secret that our 

youth don't need roller coasters to experience ups and 

downs. Along with the day-to-day struggles our youth face, 

the pandemic took an additional, significant toll on our 
community. Nevertheless, despite the twist and turns, our 
students remained diligent in focusing on their futures.

With all odds against them, our youth worked hard and 
persevered physically, mentally, and spiritually. Our young 
people held themselves accountable for making sure they 
attended virtual class each day. With the help of House DC 
staff and volunteers, our students passed to the next grade 
level. Aside from academics, our youth participated in virtual 
programming to include Fit Fridays, book club, and culinary 
arts. Students also worked hands-on with community 
outreach projects, like giving out masks to the homeless. 
They kept their spirits fed by participating in our weekly Bible 
studies and other small group Bible clubs. 

With the battles they face it is easy to give up, but our youth 
continue to fight for their success. We are proud to help 
them break cycles as they roll into the futures that God has 
planned for them.

EMPOWERING AN ENTREPRENEUR

ROLLING INTO THE FUTURE

This summer, we supported House DC alum and entrepreneur 
Jacob’s dream to give back to the youth and other small 
business owners in Southeast DC. Jacob formerly worked in 
The House DC studio and recently started his own clothing line. 
While attending our Father’s Day event, Jacob was inspired to 
use his entrepreneurial gift to give back to his community. He 
reached out to House staff and shared his vision – an event 
where the community could come together, business owners 
could sell their products, and kids could receive books and 
school supplies. We heard Jacob’s heart and supported him all 
the way! Jacob used The House DC grounds for the event and 
we purchased some of his clothing for community giveaways. 
Business owners, patrons, youth, community members, and 
even House DC staff were blessed by this event, all because we 
were able to partner our resources with a young man’s vision. 

Looking for pro bono renovation, including supplies and equipment to convert a 

House property back to a residential unit. The property will provide opportunities for House staff to live 

in the community and provide stronger support. Contact: info@thehousedc.org



REOPENING

A STRONG 
REOPENING
As we reopen The House DC, we 
do so with joy and prayer. We are 
delighted that we now have face-
to-face interaction with our youth.  

 
However, as a result of the 
pandemic, we've noticed some 
high areas of need to target, 
especially with our guys. With a spike in the arrests of young men in 
our community, we knew that it was pivotal to create a space designed 
specifically to meet their needs. This meant completely shifting our 
agenda to structure in a "guys only" program. With this new program, 
male staff can connect more deeply and discuss critical matters 
privately, free of distractions or judgment.

Inside and outside of The House DC, male students participate in 
competitive games, team-building activities, and other trips and 
outings. Each game, activity, and outing are specifically geared towards 
empowering our guys to be productive in society through better 
decision making. One outing that our guys really enjoy is fishing. It is 
something about being outside in nature that gives them peace and 
helps them focus.

TIME FOR SOME 
GIRL TALK
Closing the physical doors to The House DC 
due to the pandemic also meant closing 
the "Girl’s Room" door. Our Girl's Room is 
more than just a room for girls. It is a haven 
of peace. Living in poverty, social media 
anxiety, and the everyday pressures of 
becoming a young woman are just a few 
reasons why our girls need a space in The 
House DC to call their own. After a long day 
of school, our girls come straight to the 
Girl's Room to release and relax. It’s a space 
where secrets are kept, pain is released, 
friendships are birthed, and bonds are 
built. Our girls genuinely benefit from 
knowing that in The House DC, they have a 
place where they can beautify themselves 
inside and out. 

A special thank you to Passion City 
Church for revamping our Girl’s Room 
with all the beauty accessories a girl 
could want!

I never thought I would 
like fishing so much. It 
really helps me to clear 
my mind. I’m actually 
good at it too.

– 12th-grade student



FESTIVE FALL RECAP

3RD ANNUAL HOUSE 
DC CANDY CORN 5K  
A Time to Rejoice  
and to Run!
We have another successful year in the books! Our Candy 
Corn 5K Committee led The House DC across yet another 
virtual finish line as our runners ran (and walked) in cities 
across the United States. Participants beamed with pride 
as some completed their races solo and others with 
their family and friends. Thank you to our phenomenal 
sponsors for supporting our best year, yet!

This years’ Candy Corn 5K was proudly  
sponsored by: 

George Dunn
John Yetman
John Lynch Retirement Group
Crescent City Charities, Inc.
Emerging Light Foundation
Zion Church
Cassaday & Company
Chartwell Investment Partners
Ken & Brittany Fleming
Mike & Lisa Toohey
Pointer Management
12:45 Team: Keller  
Williams Realty

A. Scott Bolden
Canteen 
Carl Trevisan
Demlock Technologies
The Harvey Group
The Steve Lay Family
Invesco
The Schacht Family
1st Step Financial
Aristotle
Robert McDonald

Sponsors:

22ND ANNUAL GOLF 
TOURNAMENT  
A Time to Reflect
Our 22nd Annual Golf Tournament was one of enjoyment and 
reflection. We had a record fundraising year raising $86,500! While 
golfing, participants played in honor of our Co-founder and First 
Board and Golf Chair Richard Schacht, who passed away earlier 
this year. Golfers were met at various holes with photographs that 
memorialized Richard Schacht’s experiences at golf tournaments 
and House DC events throughout the years. The Tournament 
concluded with our conferring honorary board membership 
to Richard Schacht’s wife, Mrs. Patricia “Patti” Schacht, whom 
The House DC holds near and dear to our heart. Words cannot 
express our gratitude for this years’ sponsors who have graciously 
continued Richard Schacht’s legacy of empowering The House 
DC to bring the light of Christ into the lives of the community.

 Donna Schacht, Patti Schacht, Mark Schacht holding granddaughter Cameron,  
Paul Schacht, Ellen Reich, Brittany & Nick Karabanoff

Gina & Jamie WilliamsTricia Harris



Every organization has its 
“person” — the person that 
you “need to know”; the 
person whose institutional 
knowledge is thorough and 
whose dependability is second 
to none; the person whose 
sense of urgency parallels 
the needs of a well-run 
organization or event. 

Meet our “person”: 
Kimberly Hall. 

Kimberly, known by the staff as “Kim”, has been serving at The 
House DC for the past 7 years. Kim’s current title is Assistant to 
the President, but God has truly touched the work of her hands 

beyond her traditional responsibilities. Her knowledge of building 
and office management empower her to lead our facilities staff in 
ensuring that our youth connect in safe, comfortable buildings. 
Her professionalism and expertise in House DC procedures 
have enabled her to build a strong rapport with businesses and 
contractors. Most importantly, her sense of humor and team 
oriented nature make her a delight to work with. Outside of her 
work responsibilities, Kim regularly distributes groceries to the 
community every other Sunday and assists with catering meals 
for the community.

Kim truly labors with her whole heart and we are blessed to 
serve alongside her in pursuit of the mission of The House DC!

“Honor her for all that her hands have done, and let her 
works bring her praise at the city gate.”    

Proverbs 31:31 NIV

STAFF SPOTLIGHT

BEYOND  
SOUTHEAST DC 
A Need for Licensure 

One major goal of our Life Skills program is and has always been 
to secure employment for our young people, without limitation. 
We believe that our youth and young adults will make great 
contributions to our workforce... if they can access it. In such a 
small, densely populated area, Southeast residents must compete 
for jobs in their neighborhood or commute. Commuting, however, 
comes at a cost. Each and every workday, with already limited 
resources, they must purchase passes to travel to and from their 
jobs, which overtime can be extremely costly. 

Clearly, transportation goes hand in hand with employment in 
the DMV. Over the years, we have noticed a shocking correlation 
between being licensed and maintaining stable employment. 
It doesn’t help that licensure in the District of Columbia does 
not come easy. The district does not offer free drivers education 
courses and applicants must have a vehicle to take the test. Not 
to mention the requirement to provide official documentation 
(social security card, birth certificate, proof of residency, etc.), 
which can be a challenge for some of our youth who struggle 
with housing instability. Our Life Skills Executive Director, 
Jonathan Harris, has watched how discouraged our young 
adults are when they are unable to do something as simple, 
but meaningful, as get a license, buy a car, and independently 
get beyond Southeast DC to work. Licensure will give them the 
flexibility to expand their job search and, collaterally, take the 
thrill out of driving illegally on the streets.

So, the Life Skills department has started a campaign to get 
our older youth and young adults licensed. Jonathan is taking 
practical steps to ensure each life skills participant is on their 
way to possessing a license. He helps them gather the required 
documents, schedule any necessary driver’s education classes, 
and help them secure a vehicle for testing. The hope is to create 
pathways to employment so that our young adults can help 
meet societal needs, like the current CDL driver shortage. 

We hope to help more of our young people pursue job 
opportunities beyond Southeast Washington DC.

Jonathan with Davon and David.



THE B.R.O.S.  
ARE GIVING BACK! 
It is a rare sight that you see young men who are considered 
rowdy and detrimental to the community serving others 
and making a difference. That is what our B.R.O.S. (Building-
Relationships - Overcoming obstacles - Surviving the streets) 
program is all about. Hard to reach young guys from the ages 
of 18-22 are given mentorship and opportunities to serve their 
community. Our hope is that these service opportunities will 
increase their self-confidence and help them see themselves  
as vessels for positive change. Our service opportunities range 
from feeding the hungry weekly and neighborhood cleanups to 
cutting grass and assisting the elderly. 

These young men understand the importance of giving back, 
and they want to be the change in their community. The 
leadership skills developed while participating in our program 
are vital to their success. Our goal is that each participant 
succeeds in life while being examples to the young men  
coming behind them. 

A STREET MINISTRY
The House DC’s vision is to transform and empower the lives 
of inner-city youth and their families through Christ by giving 
them hope, a productive future, and a changed community. 
Throughout the past 22 years, we have been privileged 
to watch our vision come to fruition as the needs of our 
community evolves. No matter the landscape, God has given 
us innovative ways to make our vision a reality. 

To meet the communities’ current spiritual needs, The 
House is launching its first official street ministry. While we 
have always shared the Gospel in conjunction with other 
community initiatives, we are now going out into the streets 
with the sole purpose of sharing Christ where the people are. 
With a trustworthy reputation supporting us and, in true House 
DC tradition, with food and warm clothing in hand, we will go 
directly to neighborhood hang out spots to meet the lost, the 
needy, and the broken to share the Gospel. 

The Apostle Paul encourages Believers to keep their eyes on 
Jesus and run the race that has been set before them. Well, 
The House DC continues to run the race as our course unfolds.

 
"Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but 
only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the 
prize. Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict 
training. They do it to get a crown that will not last, but we 
do it to get a crown that will last forever."  

1 Corinthians 9:24-25

Serving gives our guys a sense 
of responsibility. This is their 
neighborhood, and they are 
responsible for making it a 
place they can be proud of.

– Dequwan Smith,  
Youth Outreach Manager

This picture, taken in 2015, is just a snapshot of the many lives that 
can be touched through the transformative Gospel Message.

Dequwan (kneeling)



A PRAYER BREAKFAST
Communication with God is essential for any of us to walk 
through life’s journey. Although we don’t know the ways 
of God and He tells us that His thoughts are much higher 
than ours, being able to pray to Him with others gives us a 
connection that can offer hope, healing, and support in our 
own lives and the lives of those around us. Committed to the 
power of prayer, The House DC hosted a prayer breakfast at 
the local high school to pray for the teachers and faculty.

We understand the difficulties the teachers at the neighboring 
schools face each day. They not only have to teach academics, 
but the teachers and staff must also show grace and 
understanding. It takes authentic passion to work diligently 
with at-risk students day after day. 

The teachers and faculty are always so grateful for moments 
like these. They appreciated the thought and effort put into 
creating a lovely breakfast spread. The room was full of joy  
and laughter as teachers were served a delicious meal 
prepared by our chef. More importantly, the teachers 
appreciated our prayers.

As The House DC continues to lift our surrounding schools in 
prayer, we pray that the teachers are reminded daily of the 
support they have behind them. We hope that our collective 
communication with our Father continues to be a source of life 
to everyone that we encounter.

You all don't know how much we 
needed this. Everyone has been 
working so hard. It has been tough 
re-engaging with our students 
since the pandemic. We all needed 
this break. We are so grateful for 
this prayer breakfast. We really 
appreciate it. 

– J. Coleman 
Assistant of Strategy & Logistics

thehousedc
PO Box 30958, Washington, DC 20030 • (202) 610-3100 x100 • thehousedc.org • CFC #85560


